TAG A GIANT

Sportfishing and
Science Team Up
to Learn More

About Bluefin Tuna
By Capt. Peter Wright

wind up having to work hard

trying to convince people that
tagging is a good idea. | get thrown
questions like, How do I get informa-
tion on the fish we tag? Why don’t the
scientists tell us what'’s going on? Why
should I let them ride along for free and
never get any information back?

Well, there’s a good reason that sci-
entists remain tight-lipped about their
research. In fact, Marlin was prohibited
from releasing any information in this
article to any unauthorized individual
or any magazine, newspaper or other
media until Wednesday, April 27, at 1
p.m.EDT. That is one of the conditions
that Nature and other top scientific
publications impose on the scientists
who do groundbreaking research, the
kind of research that gets published in
the most prestigious journals. If they
talk about results prior to publishing or
release any information to anyone, they
risk not having the work published and
possibly losing hard-won grant money
for more research.

Like it or not, that’s how the system
works. Almost all the thousands of fish-
ermen, anglers, captains, and even
some of the financial backers that make
the research possible, must be kept in
the dark for months or years before
researchers draw conclusions from the
data and get them printed in the scien-
tific press.

But Marlin got in there just behind
Nature, and now you can be the first
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anglers to read about the new scientif-
ic discoveries Dr. Barbara Block and her
associates have made concerning
bluefin tuna. You'll also find out why |
try to tag every marlin and tuna my
crew releases and why we try hard to
not kill the ones we intend to let go.
The story of the Tag-A-Giant pro-
gram weaves together a unique combi-
nation of events, personalities and tech-
nology. And it just may help save a
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species that's tremendously important to
multitudes of fishermen the world over.

Tag-A-Giant in Action

| met Block in the winter of 1996,
midway through my second season of
tagging and releasing bluefin tuna using
conventional tags, off the North Car-
olina coast between Cape Hatteras and
Cape Lookout. The amazing blitz
occurring on the wrecks and reefs along

the continental shelf off the Carolina
coast attracted hordes of anglers and
scientists alike.

Block is the Charles and Elizabeth
Prothro Professor in Marine Sciences
at Stanford’s Hopkins Marine Station
and a founder and co-director of the
Tuna Research and Conservation Cen-
ter (TRCC), a joint collaboration
between Stanford and the Monterey
Bay Aquarium.

In the years since, Block has assem-
bled a global village of scientists, fish-
ermen (both recreational and commer-
cial), journalists, fund-raisers and
volunteers to help in her research.
Hundreds of people, from Hatteras Vil-
lage, Morehead City and Beaufort (all
in North Carolina); Nantucket; and as
far away as Louisiana, the Bahamas, Ire-
land and Spain have contributed time,
money and energy to her efforts. Her

challenge: to learn the biology needed
to manage the stocks of a fish that
roams from the subtropics to the sub-
arctic, crosses the Atlantic, roams freely
in and out of the Mediterranean Sea
through the Straits of Gibraltar, yet
remains faithful to spawning sites in
both the Gulf of Mexico and the
Mediterranean Sea.

“In my lifetime, with new fishing
technology, we have brought this
majestic species, which has fed human
populations for thousands of years, to
the doorstep of ecological extinction in
the western Atlantic Ocean,” says
Block. “Electronic tagging provides the
best scientific information we have ever
produced to enable us to properly man-
age these tuna.”

Solving the mysterious life cycle of the
bluefin tuna required a dedicated team of
scientists. Here, Dr. Barbara Block
(center) and her team prepare to implant
an archival tag in the belly of a live
bluefin tuna.
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